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Dr Panagiotis G. Ntagiopoulos is an orthopaedic surgeon who graduated from
Athens Medical School. His orthopaedic training was performed initially in Guy’s &
St Thomas’ NHS hospital in London, UK and continued in Athens General Hospital
‘G. Gennimatas’, Greece. After his orthopaedic board qualification, Dr
Ntagiopoulos had a strong interest in knee surgery. His training continued with a
knee and hip fellowship program in ATOS Klinik, Heidelberg, Germany under Prof
Hans Paessler and at Versailles Hospital under Prof. Philip Beaufils.

Panagiotis G. Ntagiopoulos
MD, PhD, Orthopaedic Surgeon Doctor of the Medical
School of the University of Athens Director of Orthopedic
Surgery at Mediterraneo Hospital Robotic Surgery
Orthopedic & Arthroscopic Sports Traumatology
Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Traumatology Member of
board of the U45 Committee of the European Knee Society
(ESSKA)

But most importantly, Dr Ntagiopoulos worked and trained with Dr Dejour in the
famous Lyon School of Knee Surgery in France for a period of over 2.5 years.
During this period, he focused on the treatment of knee problems both
degenerative (osteoarthritis) and ligamentous (sports arthroscopy). Furthermore,
Dr Ntagiopoulos was privileged to attend the works of Dr Dejour’s special field of
interest: the treatment of patellofemoral disorders and patellar dislocation and
eventually become an expert on the field himself.

Dr Ntagiopoulos has numerous publications in well-known orthopaedic journals,
especially on knee surgery, is an author in books on anterior cruciate ligament
reconstruction and knee surgery and has attended as a presenter of his work all
major international orthopaedic congresses, such as AAOS, ISAKOS, EFORT, ESSKA,
International Knee Update, etc.

He is an ESSKA – Asia Pacific Traveling Fellow (Hong Kong, New Zealang, Japan,
Australia), a member of the ESSKA U45 Committee, a member of the ESSKA Consensus
Committee for the Surgery of the Meniscus. Dr Ntagiopoulos has also been traveling
as an SBM ambassador for demonstrating the surgical techniques for ACL, patella and
arthritis of the knee internationally in Southeast Asia, South America, Russia, etc
showing pro bono to fellow surgeon the surgical techniques and helping patients.

He is a fully licensed member of the General Medical Council, member of Athens’
Medical Association and member of the European Society of Sports Traumatology
Knee Surgery & Arthroscopy. 



Emmanuel Papakostas
MD, FEBSM, FICRS, Orthopaedic Surgeon
Consultant Sports Orthopaedic Surgeon
Aspetar Orthopaedic and Sports Medicine
Hospital, Doha, QATAR

Dr. Emmanuel Papakostas completed his medical studies at the Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki, earning his medical degree in 1993. He received his Orthopedic
Specialization Diploma in 2004 and worked in the private sector in Greece until early
2020, when he joined Aspetar Hospital, one of the leading global centers in
Orthopedic Sports Surgery and Sports Medicine.

During and after his residency, he attended numerous international conferences on
sports orthopedics and cartilage repair, receiving multiple national and international
fellowships. His research as a young investigator on ankle ligament injuries was
recognized with the Einjar Ericsson FIMS Award in 2002.

In 2005, he became a full member of the International Cartilage Regeneration and
Joint Preservation Society (ICRS), where he has served as a committees member,
committees chairman, and currently a General Board member. He is also a member of
the European Society of Sports Orthopedics, Knee Surgery, and Arthroscopy (ESSKA),
the International Society of Arthroscopy, Knee Surgery, and Orthopedic Sports
Medicine (ISAKOS), and several other prominent societies in Sports Medicine and
Orthopedic Surgery.

His background as an athlete at the national and international levels influenced his
focus on sports injury prevention and treatment, with a particular emphasis on
cartilage defects, inspired by the ICRS’s mission.
Dr. Papakostas has served as the Head Team Physician for professional football clubs
and as a consultant surgeon for multiple clubs and national associations. He was
actively involved in the 2004 and 2008 Olympic Games.
Currently, Dr. Papakostas works at Aspetar Orthopaedic and Sports Medicine Hospital
in Doha, Qatar, a multidisciplinary institution providing comprehensive care for
sports-related pathologies and his research focus is on Personalized ACL
reconstruction and outcomes, Cartilage Regeneration techniques and OrthoBiologics. 
Over the past 20 years, Dr. Papakostas has authored 12 chapters in Sports Medicine
and Orthopedics books, published 26 papers in peer-reviewed journals, and delivered
over 150 presentations as an invited speaker at national and international
conferences.



Michael E. Hantes
ESSKA 1st Vice President Professor of
Orthopaedics Department of Orthopaedic
Surgery Faculty of Medicine, 
University of Thessaly

Michael E. Hantes, MD, PhD, is a Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery at the University of
Thessaly, Larissa, GREECE. Clinical practice and research of Professor Hantes focuses
on knee, and shoulder. He was (2012-2014) President of the Greek (Hellenic)
Arthroscopic Association and Sports Medicine., Dr. Hantes is an active member in the
ESSKA, (European Society for Sports, Traumatology Knee and Arthroscopy) where he
served as, treasurer (2014-2018), General Secretary (2018-2022), 2nd Vice President
(2022-2024) and he is the current ESSKA 1st vice President.

Dr. Hantes completed his medical degree at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki in
1990. He trained in Orthopaedic Surgery at the Ioannina University hospital followed
by fellowship training, in Sports Medicine and Knee Arthroscopy with Professor Hans
Pässler (Heidelberg- Germany) and Upper Extremity and Knee Arthroscopy with James
Chow in USA.

Professor Hantes has published more than 130 scientific papers and 40 book chapters
(h index=34, citations: 4000)

He is member of many scientific societies and editorial board member of AJSM, KSSTA
and Associate editor of JBJS Case Connector.

Professor Hantes is the founder of the Larisa Arthroscopy & Minimally Invasive Center
(LAMILC) http://www.ortho-uth.org/lamilc/ and organizes seminars in Athroscopic
Surgery with the aim of educating young physicians in the field of arthroscopic surgery
and sports medicine on a regular basis. Professor Hantes was the Team physician for
the National Greek Volleyball team (2014-2018).

International Commitments and Honors

ESSKA-APKASS TRAVELLING FELLOW August 2006
ESSKA-APKASS TRAVELLING Godfaher June 2018 
President (2012-2014) Hellenic Society for Arthroscopy, Sports and Knee Surgery 
(Resident/Fellow Essay Award) 21st Congress of Arthroscopy Association of North
America, Washington DC 25-28 April 2002

http://www.ortho-uth.org/lamilc/


Alberto Grassi
MD, PhD, Orthopedic Surgeon Associate
Professor for Locomotor System Diseases
at the University of Bologna

FROM 05-09-2016 TO TODAY 
ORTHOPAEDIC CONSULTANT, IIA ORTHOPAEDIC AND TRAUMATOLOGY CLINIC OF
ISTITUTO ORTOPEDICO RIZZOLI Istituto Ortopedico Rizzoli 
Duties: CLINICAL ACTIVITY, SURGICAL ACTIVITY, OFFICE, EMERGENCIES

FROM 2009 TO TODAY 
Principali mansioni e responsabilità BIOMECHANICS AND TECHNOLOGY
INNOVATION LABORATORY Istituto Ortopedico Rizzoli 
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH ACTIVITY MANAGEMENT AND EXECUTION OF CLINICAL
AND EXPERIMENTAL RESEARCH PROJECTS, WITH EVALUATION OF PATIENTS AND
CADAVERIC STUDIES. PRODUCTION OF SCIENTIFIC ORIGINAL PAPERS, META-
ANALYSES AND BOOKS CHAPTERS: 

- MORE THAN 200 PUBLISHED PAPERS (PUBMED), WITH MORE THAN 180 WITH
IMPACT FACTOR
- 31 BOOKS CHAPTERS 
- 4 VIDEO SCIENTIFICI 
- MORE THAN 80 ABSTRACTS AT NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL CONGRESSES 

VIEW THE CV

https://premium-events.gr/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/CV-Grassi-autorizzazione-.pdf
https://premium-events.gr/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/CV-Grassi-autorizzazione-.pdf


Thomas Neri
MD, PhD, Orthopedic Surgeon Professor,
Consultant, in Orthopaedic Surgery Deputy
department head,
University hospital of Lyon, Lyon sud Senior
researcher - Laboratoire de Biomécanique et
Mécanique des Chocs (LBMC UMR_T9406)
University of Lyon, France

EDUCATION 
2010 : Residency in Orthopaedic surgery (Saint-Etienne) 
2013 : Research Master in Biomechanics basic science (Lyon) 
2015 : Medical Doctor (Saint-Etienne) 
2014-2017 : PhD (Saint-Etienne) 
2017-2018 – Research Fellowship (nov 2017-oct 2018), Dr Parker, Sydney
Orthopaedic Research Institute, Australia 
2019-2021 : Assisstant professor (PH-U), Senior Researcher 
2022 : Professor University of Lyon - Jean Monnet (PU-PH), France 
2023: Head of Sport surgery department, Creation of specific unit “Clinique
Universitaire de sport et de l’arthrose” 2025: Deputy department Head, in charge
of Knee surgery

AWARDS 
International: 

2019: Mary DUKE Travel Award: Australian fellowship 
2019: Best Young Investigator’s Research Award 
2019 (Albert THRILLAT award), ISAKOS 
2019: Best international scientific research award 
2019 (Jan I. Gillquist award), ISAKOS
2024: Selected for the prestigious ESSKA-AOSSM Traveling Fellowship as the top-
ranked young European knee surgeon under 45 (ranking 1) 

National: 
2019: Société Française d’arthroscopie (SFA): best presentation 
2018: Société Française d’arthroscopie (SFA): best presentation 
2018 : Société Française d’arthroscopie (SFA): best e-poster 
2014: Société Française de Chirurgie Orthopédique (SOFCOT): best presentation

VIEW THE CV

https://premium-events.gr/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/CV-T-NERI-short-version.pdf
https://premium-events.gr/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/CV-T-NERI-short-version.pdf


Tom Patt
MD, PhD President ESSKA-ESMA

Dr. Thomas Patt practices at bergman clinics in The Netherlands, specializing in
arthroscopic knee surgery. His achievements have been recognized across Europe,
where he collaborates with leading institutions to promote safer sport practices.

Since 2010 Dr. Patt has focused, besides his clinical work, on preventing knee injuries
in children and adolescents. He is President of ESMA/ESSKA and leads the “ Guardians
of the ACL”, a prevention workgroup under the ACL Study Group. He has also co-
developed ESSKA’s “Prevention for All” program with Dr. Henrique Jones, Portugal. He
is co- chair of the ACL certification module of ESSKA.

Dr. Patt has contributed to many publications including peer-reviewed articles. book
chapters, guidelines and consensus statements focusing on ACL injury prevention,
treatment techniques and rehabilitation. 

His work and research has received recognition for its impact on pediatric sports
medicine and orthopedic practices. 


